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274 Findings and
Statement of Overr:..©  Considerations

the 35-year option period, if exercised, then the applicant, or its designee, must
obtain CLWA's written concurrence and that concurrence must include findings

to the effect that other equivalent water supplies are available at a comparable .

cost and that non-extension or cancellation of the agreement will not impact the
water supplies of Newhall Ranch and the rest of the Santa Clarita Valley.

4,11-21. The applicant, in coordination with RWQCB staff, shall select a representative
Jocation upstream and downstream of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan and
sample surface and groundwater quality. Sampling from these two locations
would begin upon approval of the first subdivision map and-be provided annually
to the RWQCB and County for the purpose of monitoring water quality impacts
of the Specific Plan over time. If the sampling data results in the identification of
significant new or additional water quality impacts resulting from the Specific
Plan, which were not previously known or identified, additional mitigation shall
be required at the subdivision map level.

4,11-22 Beginning with the filing of the first subdivision map allowing construction on the
Specific Plan site and with the filing of each subsequent subdivision map allowing
construction, the Specific Plan applicant, or its designee, shall provide

‘documentation to the County of Los Angeles identifying the specific portion(s) of -

irmigated farmland in the County of Los Angeles proposed to be retired from
irrigated production to make agricultural water available to serve the subdivision.
As a condition of subdivision approval, the applicant or its designee, shall provide
proof to the County that the agricultural land has been retired prior to issuance of
building permits for the subdivision.

In summary, the Board of Supervisors finds that adequate water supplies are available for
build-out of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan and that the proposed Saugus Groundwater
Banking/ASR program is feasible. In addition, the Specific Plan can be provided with water
‘supplies without creating significant water-related impacts onsite, in the Santa Clarita Valley and
downstream in Ventura County. As a result of the information contained in the Revised Draft
Additional Analysis, the Final Additional Analysis, the mitigation measures identified above,
and the Newhall Ranch record of proceedings, the Board finds that the magnitude of all water-
related impacts are considered to be less than significant. Based on these findings and the
information presented, the Board further finds that the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan is consistent
with the County’s General Plan DMS requirements, as they relate to water supplies.

Because the Specific Plan applicant has secured water supplies that more than meet the
water demands of the Specific Plan, implementation of the Specific Plan will not contribute to a
decline in regional water supplies; therefore, implementation of the Specific Plan will not result
in a significant cumulative water availability impact. In addition, cumulative water supplies
exceed cumulative water demand; therefore, cumulative development (including the proposed
Newhall Ranch Specific Plan) would not result in unavoidable significant cumulative impacts on
Santa Clarita Valley water resources. As a result, cumulative mitigation measures are not
required. However, to ensure sufficient long-term water supplies for all cumulative development
(including the proposed Specific Plan), the County’s General Plan Development Monitoring
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